A. Of course, there is civil insecurity, and I have already
confessed that insecurity is likely to increase very much only
to give place to real security. The present insecurity is chronic
and therefore not so much felt. But a disease that is not felt
is worse than one that is felt.
4. Q. Were the Japanese to invade India, what would
your advice be to the Indian people?
A. I have already said in ray articles that it is just likely
that the Japanese will not want to invade India, their prey
having gone. But it is equally likely that they will want to
invade India in order to use her ports for strategic purposes.
Then, I would advise the people to do the same thing that I
have advised them to do now, viz., offer stubborn non-violent
non-cooperation, and I make bold to say if the British withdraw'
and people here follow my advice, then non-cooperation will be
infinitely more effective than it can be today, when it cannot
be appreciated for the violent British action going on side by
side.
(Harijan, May 24, 1942, p. 168}
(P)   ITS MEANING
Q. What is the meaning of your appeal to the British
power to withdraw from India? You have written much recently
on the subject. But there seems to be confusion in the public
mind about your meaning.
A. So far as my own opinion is concerned, British autho-
rity should end completely irrespective of the wishes or demand
of various parties. But I would recognize their own military
necessity. They may need to remain in India for preventing
Japanese occupation. That prevention is common cause
between them and us. It may be necessary for the sake also
of China. Therefore I would tolerate their presence in India
not in any sense as rulers but as allies of free India. This of
course assumes that after the British declaration of with-
drawal there will be a stable government established in India.
Immediately the hindrance in the shape of a foreign power is
, altogether removed the union of parties should be an easy mat-
[ ter. The terms on which the Allied powers may operate will
" be purely for the Government of the Free State to determine.
The existing parties will have dissolved into the National
Government. If they survive they will do so for party purposes
and not for dealings with the external world.
(Harijan, June 21, 1942, p. 197)
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